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have been little underſtood, and conſequently 


the Remedies pointed out in a late Publication, 
are ynequal and incompetent"; 
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true Cauſes are attempted to be aſcer- 
rained, and the only probable Means of 


removing them ae Shu ſer forth and 
8 


L OV D o N: 


rinted for the Auxnonx: And ſold by T. Payne, 
at the Mews Gate; C. Parker, the Upper 
Part of New Bond Street; J. Johnſon, N* 72. 
in St. Paul's Church Yard; and $ Towers, 
No x15, in Fore Street. 


M. DCC. LXXI, 


[Price SIX-PENCE.] 


- 4 
** "4 
K fo 
3 4 " . „ 
4 
46+ 5 . : has + +4 + 0 
* - — * * % . on * * , C . i 


p PF _Z . * 4 : ; 4 * . * 4 
201 + CL * | x g Cy GH «© 23 


v7 4 L,4 % Af lt 
T? 4 | 


* F 1 "ZN, > C4 Fi fre RR, 144 
2 0 Oo 5 * i | ; £3 14, aL 5 9510. x h 


* » 1 14 

x } 1+ 4+ A * 4 ; 
* — 
. SG” pv - 1 7 {» CF -—# 
' ©. os 7 s ©s * ” 23m 4 


nb eſt e ar j | Auw 9h v 
'vP (3-v0 11 35290 644.468. + * 1 * 3 
. p ' „ 
FF - : - 4 — 1 1 0 1 * FR 4 # F 
" 7 j 3. 
# | F, 1 „ L#, 1 + 1 pe i 78 eh SS &% . S 
* 
* | = * * * 5 | F i a4 > 
$55! 2 tu 164 1-5 „ x 1.82 ll 
- 6 4. ee ww © — 3 — Fun, # „ 16 * " * 
. 
. + . a * hy 1 
/ * * - * 4% 363 6 4 „„ a + ww 1 6 — * 


8 
—, ö Wd 
Jo 
” = SV "2a CG: 


A 20 * * 
. * , 


15 Un , | A ; 
— 1 744 ; | 2 | Sp } 

LE T T E R, &c, 
4 . TA 1g 6 7.3 | 41 < as $1 ' | 
ad Li 6012407 6 Non 
Apprehend it to be the duty of 
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K every member of ſociety, to con- 


de tribute all he can, to promote the 
good of the public. 11 51 
B An 
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An honeſt attempt of this kind can 
need little apology ; eſpecially to a Gen- 
TLEMAN, who with great benevolence, 
has eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf, in 


the cauſe of the labouring and neceſfiiaud* 
poor. Had your ſucceſs, Mv Lokn, 
been equal to the goodneſs of your inten- 
tions, or the pains you have taken to 


aſſiſt, relieve and comfort ſo uſeful a part 
of the people, this application wou'd have 
been unneceſſary; but I am ſorry to ſay, 
MY Lorp, I am afraid things remain 


much as they were, and proviſions of 


all ſorts as ſcarce and dear, as they were 


before your lordſhip's kind interpoſition. 


I am afraid the true cauſe of the bigh 
prices of provitions is little underſtood, 
or at leaſt but little attended to. We all 
feel the weight of the evil complained 
of; but if the true cauſe is not under- \ 
ſtood and attended to, all endeavours to 
remove ſuch as are imaginary will be loſt 
labour. It may indeed ſerve 'to amuſe, | 
but maſt ſurely end in diſappointment. 

I am afraid the root of the evil lies much 
deeper than has been imagined, and is 
Ne | too 
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too firmly eſtabliſhed to be eradicated even 
by the firſt MAGISTRATE of the firſt 


77 Err in the World, 


© Notwithſtanding ae was {aid * a 
\'pibde lately addreſſed to your LorDgnre, 
that ſheep and cattle, '&c. are ſcarce is a 

- farce, as I think twas expreſſed, I am afraid 
the opinion, that they are ſcarce has much 
more truth in it, than any thing of the 

nature of à farce. My opinion is founded 
on facts, I have a large concern in the 
north of Devonſhire, which is a breeding 
county; and I am ſure the prices are as 
high there in proportion, as they are in 

Londgn; which is owing to a real ſcarcity 

of good meat. I have correſpondents in 

Dotſetſhire, Wiltſhire, Somerſetſhire, Lan- 

caſhite andYorkſhire, all breeding counties, 
and I find the prices there proportionably 

3 high. It appears: therefore Mr. Gooding 

was miſtaken in aſſerting, that ſheep and 

Lcattle are nd ſcarce, and that high prices 

are the mere effect of artifice, &c. When 
commodities are ſcarce, and conſequently 

Des! It affords great opportunity for the 
eff B 2 dealers 


prehend tis -irftemediable.! Indeed itois 
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dealers therein to exerciſe, their art, and 


craft, to advance the price already too 
high ; and I do not pretend to deny, that 
this is too frequently done, nor that it 


4s ſo to a ſhameful degree at this time. 


But ſtill ſcareity is the great cauſe of high 
prices, and the artiſices of dealers are 


auxiliaries only, which In n times 
1 have little 0 Mn 2 511 


17 45 uns akte 5 0 0 14 © 
0 | enquire” into the real . : of 
ſcarcity is; My Kod, an unpleaſing taſſo; 
becauſe there is too much reaſon to ap- 


impoſſible, but that ſcarcity, and conld- 
quently prices, high as they are, muſt 
increaſt; unleſs there ſhauld be à re- 
formation in the way of liſe of the bulk 


of the people. Larurg, esch has fo 


univerſally obtained in all degrees of | pea- 
ple, is the true eauſe of the ĩmmodexat 
demand and conſumption of all kinds aof 
meat, fowls, butter, &c. Compare the 
conſumption of theſe articles fifty years 
ago, with the conſumption *now; in 2 
Waſe, of the ane claſs, and you'll find 

2 A the 


no art, or device, can long keep up the 


— . RS - hd 


{Fes 11 
the quantity nearly doubled. Our improve- 


ments in agriculture, and: {kill in providing 


artificial paſture for cattle have been great 
during the period above mentioned; bat 


by no means equal to the increaſed 


conſumption; it therefore can be no won- 
der, that the prices of thoſe commodities 


have been conſtantly increaſing. The 
value or ptice of all commodities is de- 


termined by the proportion the quantity 
ra each bears ta the demand there is fur 
Let the ſupplies excced the demand, 


price. On the other hand, let the de- 
and exceed the ſupplies; and the prices 
will inevitably advance, and furniſh eaſy 
rern for an er the 
evil. „ 
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| Laws: madef to prevent » monopolies 
I foroſtalling and ingroffing, wou'd operate 
very -bencficially, for the inhabitants in 


all market towns, where duly. executed. 


Baut to imagine a due obtetoance of theſe 
& laws in all market towns, within a day's 


diſtance of London, wou'd render the 
Price 
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price of ſuck commodities / cheaper in 
London, is to imagine contrary: to fact, 


and the plaineſt conceptions we have. 


If low prices are the conſequences of 
full and plentiful markets: which can- 
not be denied; then every practice that | 
helps to fill a market, muſt operate as 
a means of keeping the prices low; there- | 
fore the  ſuppolition that higlers, and 
other dealers, who buy up commodities 
for the London markets, ' occaſion the 


advance of prices in London is | abſurd 
indeed. For was it not for ſuch ſup- 


plies from the country, London would bg 
ina moſt ae condition. 


„The inhabitants of rharkade tobe When 
proviſions are ſo bought up, have indeed 
an apparent ground of complaint; be- 
cauſe it unavoidably occaſions an advance 
of price, in all towns ſo circumſtanced. 
But perhaps this amounts to no more than 
an apparent ground of complaint, which 


will clearly appear from a little . 
conſideration. a | J { 


1 * 
o , : wo ' 
aſs 


» TY 4 a » 
= W 7 
ET — 
* 


' of ſuch ſupplies. Such a practice is con: 
ſiſtent with natural juſtice, and, I believe, 
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Markets, and fairs were certainly i in- 
ſtituted, for the mutual convenience and 
benefit of buyer and ſeller; and the ; 
ſtatutes made to prevent impoſition and 
abuſe, were never intended to operate to 
the. prejudice of either, in the fair pur- 


ſuit of their buſineſs, The laws againſt 


foreſtalling, ingroſſing, &c. were intend- 
ed to prevent dealers from buyiog up 


large quantitics, to ſel] again in the ſame 


town, or near it, at an extravagant price, 
to the loſs and prejudice of the inhabitants 
in Mgr but not to N wholeſale 


13 


at a diſtance, "which might ſtand in need 


with the laws of the land too, and tis 
higbly reaſonable it ſhould. Twould be 


1 very hard to lay the dairy man and farmer, 
3 under ſuch reſtriftions, as might prevent 


them from making the moſt of theit 
produce, in a fair open market, where 


every. one has a fair and equal chance 
| N ahn Whatever meaſures are pur- 


ſued. 


ſoed, that has a'tendency to deſtroy fuck 
equal rights, may do much harm; but can 
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The writer babes mentioned ſeems to 
1 miſtaken the caſe no leſs, in aſctibing 
the high price of proviſions to the luxury 
of the rack renters, wives and daughters. 
.< Luxury in them is as culpable as in 
other people. But ſurely the rack renter | 
is not to be blamed, for not ſending his ö 
produce to market, when he can ſell it 
ar home for as good a Ftice, without 
that trouble: and expence. If a dairy- 
man or farmer can ſell his butter, cheeſe, | 
pork and bacon, &c. mote to his advan= | 
tage in London, or to dealers who ſend it 
thither, han at Maidenhead or Windfor; ; 
would it be reaſonable or fit to oblige 
him to (ell at one of theſe towns; becauſe | 
they happen to be neareſt to his farm ?— | 
Th he way to procure a plenty of any thing, 
is not to clog the rearers with difficulties; 
but to give them all fair opportunity, | 


"2 and reaſonable and fit encouragement, to | 
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A * "Sees always 1 extremely 
difficult, to frame compulſive or reſtric- 
tive laws, reſpecting theſe matters; they 

may do much harm, but ſeldom the 
eaſt good. Of this ſort is the propoſal 
bf killing no calves | in the month of April, 
nor, lambs for 2 certain time. This has 


been recommended as an infallible means 


ef increaſing the ſtock, and conſequently 
of lowering the price of butcher's meat. 
But 1 am apprehenf ive the propoſer did 
not conſider; it can anſwer no good pur- 
poſe to oblige a dairy man, or farmer, to 
rear mote cattle, than he can, poſſibly 
maintain. They had better knock their 
talyes in the head, as ſoon as they fall, 
than to keep thein from, April to. the 
Wwiater to. ftarve then. Tis 4 ſettled 
W maxim in bufbandry, that a a bad 
better be under, than over ſtocked with 
we cattle. In the firſt caſe they thrive 
and improve; in the latter they are ſtinted, 
ee to a profitable lize, This 
? & pro- 


[ wo] 
propoſal was | exceedingly ill timed, 28 
but a very few months | before, - many 
thouſands of ſheep and many cattle alſo 
died for want of food. — The farmer 
bimſelf is ever the beſt judge what is 
moſt proper for him to do; whether to 
fat and kill his calves, or to rear them for 
ſtock, He will purſue © that method 
which is likely to be moſt conducive to his 
own intereſt; and that will ultimately be 
moſt for the good of the public. 1 
therefore beg leave to recommend it a8 
my own opinion, that the wiſeſt courſe, is | 
to leave the management of theſe -affairs . 
to the fatmers ' themſelves, . whoſe im- 
mediate intereſt it concerns; becauſe the 
adopting the meaſures recommended, or 
any ſuch, may not only injure the farmers 
greatly as individuals; but may alſo fi- 
nally advance the prices, and increaſe the ſh; 
miſeties of the e r were inmaden * 
to ſerve. . 4 
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© Upon the whole it Win dhe "ION 
exorbitant price of proviſions, is owing, 
in a great meaſure' to æ real ſcarcity ; | 
725 or 
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or which amounts to the ſame, the ſup- 
plies are by no means adequate to the 
demand. I think, I have clearly ſhewn 
the ſcarcity, and conſequent advance of 
prices, is owing to the increaſe of luxury. 
T am much afraid the cauſe is moſt likely 
o continue, and the effects to increaſe. 
Keeping lent in April as to veal and 
amb will have little effect. Cou'd the 
hole people be prevailed upon to be- 
ome good chriſtians, and to keep faſts, 
or eat no meat two days in each week, 
he effects wou'd moſt certainly be, a 
great fall of prices. I don't mean to 
Wuggeſt this is neceflary in a religious 
enſe; but I am ſure it is in an œco- 
omical and political one; and perhaps 
he only praQticable means to remedy 
he evil. I muſt, however, confeſs that 
Wittle hope is to be expected from this 
SF varter. In an age of exquiſite: refine- 
ent, high taſte, and conſummate pro- 
ligality, when even invention is tortured 
o create as it were new, unnatural and 
orced appetites, WHEN increaſe conſump- 
2 2 4 Wen 
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non; nothing is to be expected fom fry. 
Bality aud moderation. | 


* 


| The public are We in the be. 
tion of a gentleman who has a very 
good eſtate, but lives bey ond his in- 
come, If he cannõt increaſe the anpual 
value of it, tis abſolutely neceſſary be 
ſhould curtail his expences, till he has 
brought them within due bounds: in like | 
manner, if our ſupplies of proviſions | 
are not equal to our demands, nor can 
by any means be made ſo, we ſhouldf 
contrive to proportion our demands, tol 
the ſupplies z and not add to the evil 


complained. of, by intemperance and 
fooliſh ee, 


The. EXAMPLE of the ORrAT, Yi 
Lokp, has almoſt infinite power on 
the manners of the people. Let — 
diſcountenance every degree of luxury and 
profuſion, render it ungenteel, that is 
unfaſhionable, where ever it appears, and 
they will by degrees ſhame the people out 
of (heir folly and miſery. 

But | 
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But to return, My Lonb, to the con- 
ideration of what relief, may be rea- 
ſonably expected from the prudent and 
beneficent meaſures of the MacisTRATE; 
— London, from the amazing number 
of its inhabitants, requires that -its ne- 
ceffary proviſions ſhould be ſent from the 


| - remoteſt parts of the kingdom: They 


neceſſarily therefore paſs through a great 
number of hands, e'er they reach the 
mouths of the conſumers, every one of 
whom muſt have a living profit from 
them at leaſt, This is naturally the caſe 
whete nothing but fair and honeſt deal- 
ing takes place.—But the ſeveral claſſes 
of dealers are accuſed of indirect. and 
diſhoneſt' practices, to create an attificial 
ſcarcity, in the commodities they deal in; 
to the unſpeakable injury of the people in 

general, and to the almoſt ſtarving the 


poor in particular, 


Of all the evils complained” of, thoſe 
occaſioned by combination ſeem the moſt 
extenſive and alarming. Tis not eaſy 
to conceive, bow much a number of o- 

pulent 
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14 
pulent wholeſale dealers in any commoe 
dity, have it in their power to advance, 
and keep up the price to any pitch they 
pleaſe. Of the truth of this, we have 
a melancholy proof in the article of 
cheeſe; which in no great length of time, 
is advanced nearly cent, per cent. —This 
fact is the more ſarprizing, as the con- 
ſumption of that article, has not in- 
creaſed in the fame proportion as other 
articles of proviſion have done. Indeed 
it ſhou'd ſeem, the conſumption muſt 
have decreaſed ; . as where the conſump- 
tion of butcher's meat, poultry, fiſh and 
butter is much increaſed ; tis impoſſible 
the conſumption of cheeſe ſhou'd in ſuch 
families be equal to what it was before. 
— But to avoid , prolixity, I will beg 
leave to refer your LorDsB1P to a pam- 

phlet publiſhed laſt year, * where you will 
find a clear and pretty full account, by 


what machinations and artifices, this ar- 


ticle of food, ſo very neceſſary to the 


* 
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* Thoughts on ſeveral intereſting Subjects, p. 39. 
* Crowder. 


ſupport 


BE 
ſupport of labouring people, is kept ſo 
immodetately high. This is a com- 
bination I am informed, that falls pro- 
perly within the cognizance of the ma- 
giſtrate, Who is authorized to enquire 
into their proceedings at their weekly 
clubs; and to order their minute book 
to be produced, ſor his better informa- 
tion. If fo; Mu Lok, here is a fair 
opportunity preſents itſelf of tedreſſing 


the poor in a veły eſſential article of food; 5 
which J earneſtly beg leave to recom- 


mend to- your e attention and 
en. 1 0 in le Of 714 01 
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1 to bother meat, that muſt be 
necefarily high in London, if comparetl 


with the prices in the breeding, and 
fatting counties, from the number of 


hands it paſſes through, e'er it reaches. 
the conſumer here: As firſt the expence 


1 of driving cattle from one to two hun- 


dred miles; 2d, the grazier's profit; 3d, 
the falefman⸗ s'commiſſion ; - 4th, the car- 
cal Bier Fs ſa THY the retail butch- 
; | ers 


f 6 1 

profits: -/ Thoſe in a fair way of 
— being added together, make a large 
amount in proportion to the firſt coft : 
but ſhou'd the carcaſe  butcher's com- 
bine, not to ſell under a certain price, 
they may, and tis ſaid they do, add an 
artificial to a real ſcareity; and by der 
means add to the miſeties of the 
Thoſe practices when detected may be 
puniſhed and diſcouraged: but 1 con- 
ceive the moſt effectual method is not 
— permit, but to encourage foreigners; 
I mean ſuch as are not! free of the city, 
to bring in all kinds of proviſions; and 
to expoſe them to ſale, at little or no 
expence. The good effect this wou'd | 
produce may in ſome meaſure be knowp, | 
from a like practice in . garden. ſtuff of 
"all kinds; Which is allowed to be fold | 
id quantities not too large for. moſt houle- | 
Keeper's to purchaſe. By this means, 
the poor ate ſerved in ſuch articles 2 
cheap or, cheaper in London, than any 
part of the kingdom. —lf markets were 
- appointed, in different parts of the city, 
for country butcher's to expoſe their meat 
| for 
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for ſale by the ſingle joint; paying A 

very ſmall toll, if any. 1 conceive they 
ould flock in, from all the villages 
tound about within twelve or fifteen; miles 
of the city; | which could not fail, to 
reduce the prite of . butcher's meat to 
its natural value, and render the arti- 
ſices complained off ineffectual. This is 
a priviledge enjoyed by moſt market 
towns in England; ſome have one, ſome 
two market days in a week; and the 
inhabitants are by this means ſupplied 
at a much cheaper rate, than they could 
otherwiſe; be. I have known twenty 
country butcher's 1 a market day, from 
the. villages and towns round about, to 
the diſtance. of- a dozen miles, come to 
a market town with meat of all torts; 
and the uſual. prices. were at leaſt a penny 
Ya pound below what they were any other 
, day in the week. — If proper places 
were appointed for- markets, and a frre 
Wh} liberty given for country betcher's.-to 
+ come in and retail their meat, I cannot 
e pprehend, why it ſhould not have the 
ſame beneficial effects here, as it has 
288111 D in 
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8 } 
in every other city, and market town in 
England. | 


"Tis the cauſe of the pobe we are en · 
deavouring to ſerve, I will therefore beg 
your Loxpsnir's permiſſion to go one 
ſtep further. If the above liberty granted 
to country butcher's ſhould be found not 
to anſwer the good purpoſes intended; 
I would beg leave to recommend, that 
a ſmall premium be given to add further 
encouragement to ſupply the markets. 
As ſuppoſe 2 ſhilling a head for every 
ſheep that ſhould be brought to market, 


weighing each from ten to fourteen pound 


4 quarter, and two ſhillings for every theep 
above that weight, of good wholeſome 
meat, to be ſold ont in joints, or a'lefs | 
WG : and alſo a like premium, for | 
every lamb, calf, porker, and quarter of 


but fuch ſum as may be thought ade- 
quate to the purpoſe. If ſuch a ſcheme | 
ſhould not be found to anſwer the good | 
ends- intended, -it moſt certainly follows, | 
that the preſent high prices of 'butcher's 

" meat 


beef. I don't mean that ſum preciſely; 
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meat are che genuine, tho ſad effects 
'of; a real ſcarcity, and that it cannot 


be ea below the preſent eutrent 
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Romy. 537. min n ing 

What en PR A: ben: may 
meet with, from eitigens evet jealous of 
their rights and ptiviledges, I cannot pre- 


tent to foreſee; but if no meaſures ate 
do be purſued, for the reduction of the 


price of proviſions, but ſuch as coincide 


with the ititereſt of citizens dealing in 


the fame. articles, I win venture to an- 
nounce it loſt labour, to take any further 
thought, or pains about it. For to en- 
deavour to prevent what 1 is predetermined 
ſhall not be prevented” is RN in- 
deed! 99 


100 ſum up all, tis very evident plenty 


3s the true and genuine ſource of cheap- 


neſs or low prices; therefore, whatever 
produces plenty, will likewiſe produce 
cheapneſs.  A-commodity is ſaid to be 
plenty when the quantity exceecs the 
en "LL ITS F D 2 g de- 


H. 20, 1] 
demand. Now with reſpect to produce, 


there are certain -bounds or limits beyond 


which we cannot go: The ſum total 
of produce, cannot be increaſed beyond 
a certain quantity, even with the utmoſt 
exertion af ſkill and induſtry. But this 
is not the eaſe in 'reſpe&; to conſump- 
von, that may be increaſed, two or three, 
yea . tenfold, or to any degree the pro- 
Fuſion and extravagant manners of the 
times may extend. This, Lam afraid;. is 
truly our caſe, and the genuine cauſe; of 
the exorbitant prices ſo juſtly. complained 
of. Let us illuſtrate this by an eaſy 
example; for when we uſe words and 


numbers that are familiar to us by daily 


cuſtom, our ideas are clearer, and our 
reaſoning eaſily comprehended. Let us 
ſuppoſe 100 pounds of butter have 
been found amply ſufficient to anſwer 
the demand of a ſmall. market town, 
that quantity is as much as the adjacent 
farms can ſupply; that the uſual price 
has been five pence a pound: If by a 
change of manners in the way of living 
the demand for butter ſhould increaſt 
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"fit to 120, then to 150 and" laſtly, 
to 200 pounds a week, nothing can be 
-plaiger than that the price wou d con- 
- .zinvally advance in the ſame manner. 
100 pound is all that is to be had, 200 
pound is wanted; the conſequence is, 


the price is advanced from zd to gd, or 


tod a pound, thoſe that can raiſe money 
will purchaſe at thoſe high prices; thoſe 
that cannot muſt go without it. This 
example will ſerve univerſally. Tis only 
extending the little town to the whole 


bulk of the nation, and butter to every 


kind of provijſ an. The ſame reaſoning 
will bold good with reſpect to meat, 
fowls, fich, and every Wer of life. g 
| d 

From hence it follows, the great evil 
complained of are evils of our own creat- 


ing; and not remediable by the Ma- 


GISTRATE as ſuch. The only remedy 
ſeems to be a total change i in the manners 
of the people; which is to be effected by 
the powerful Lexample of the great only. 


All a MaersTRATE can do as ſuch, 
is to exert himſelf to puniſh the abuſers 
3 


; 12 


uf 2 fair oral trade, and to" edicreaſe! the 
quantities brought to market by affording 
every - encouragement to Induce the re- 
ſpective dealers to come freely to it; This 
is all a MAeisr Ar- can do, and I 
hope I have ſhewn'! this eaſily practicable. 
But to ſuppoſe: the utmoſt exertion of his 
abilities, to puniſh tranſgreflors! of the 
laws, and to encourage plenty in our 
markets, would cure the evils'>arifing 
from profuſion and extravagatice ſo deeply 
rooted in the preſent cuſtoms and man- 
ners of the people, is to n an utter 
. Fact a boil 
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I bes pardon. for this Tous; treſpals ol 
am, MY Lon! D, with _ moſt ace 


3 555 Jour Loxpsurrs welle! * ; 
Moſt „ 8 


Humble Servant, 1 
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